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Dr. Hambrick served in many roles in aca-
demic dermatology and medicine. He con-
tributed much to the Society for Investigative 
Dermatology, serving on the Board of Directors 
as vice president and president (1970–1972), as 
secretary-treasurer from 1965 to 1969, and since 
then as an honorary member. He also served 
as trustee and president of the Dermatology 
Foundation (1970–1975), as a member of 
the board of directors of both the Association 
of Professors of Dermatology (1975–1978) 
and the American Academy of Dermatology 
(1979–1984), and as a member of the House of 
Delegates of the American Medical Association, 
representing the Society for Investigative 
Dermatology for many years.
In 1987, together with Rockefeller 
University’s David Martin Carter and Peter 
Bentley, Dr. Hambrick founded the American 
Skin Association (ASA) to represent the inter-
ests of skin disease victims and their families. 
Today, led by Chairman Howard P. Milstein and 
a dedicated 20-member board of directors, the 
George Hambrick’s career of more than 70 years in academic dermatology was filled with accomplishments and milestones, 
built on a solid foundation of dedication to patient 
care, high standards of performance, and the bet-
terment of our specialty and the people who prac-
tice it. His purpose was to improve the lives of our 
patients. His career spanned a historic 70 years 
during which dermatology was transformed from 
a descriptive prescientific clinical specialty into a 
sophisticated scientific vocation, making full use 
of molecular medicine and genetics and remark-
able pharmaceutical advances and supported by 
an impressive network of governmental and non-
governmental organizations that promote col-
laborative, fast-paced translational discovery. In 
many ways, his career helped dermatology cross 
the bridge to modern scientific medicine.
George Hambrick’s commitment to excel-
lence is evident in his training and academic 
affiliations. After training at Columbia and Duke, 
Dr. Hambrick held appointments at Columbia 
University, the University of Pennsylvania, Johns 
Hopkins University, the University of Cincinnati, 
and Cornell University. He expected a high stan-
dard of performance in his residents, students, 
and faculty colleagues, and he would accept 
nothing less. He led the transition of dermatol-
ogy to full department status at both Hopkins and 
Cornell, and he trained several generations of 
young dermatologists at the bedside and micro-
scope, providing the essential clinical foundation 
for the development of their careers. Among his 
honors are the Dermatology Foundation’s first 
Lifetime Career Educator Award for his dedicated 
service as a mentor and role model for trainees 
and students, his ability to impart knowledge with 
enthusiasm, and his capacity to inspire the pur-
suit of greater dermatological understanding. In 
2007, he became a Johns Hopkins distinguished 
medical alumnus—the school’s highest honor, 
given to those whose achievements exemplify the 
heritage of excellence.
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ASA remains a singular voice committed to overcoming 
the most serious forms of skin cancer and disease through 
research and education. Dr. Milstein acknowledged Dr. 
Hambrick’s commitment to the ASA in his obituary in the 
New York Times: “He was the founder of the American 
Skin Association 27 years ago and remained its president 
through his last moments. His spirit animated the dual mis-
sion of ASA as the only national lay organization devoted to 
funding basic research and skin education through the pub-
lic schools of the nation. He pioneered the dissemination of 
basic knowledge about dermatology and skin to tens of mil-
lions of students all across the United States....he nurtured 
the development of a far reaching network which, along 
with its affiliates, has contributed tens of millions of dollars 
in recent years to fund the work of both young and estab-
lished investigators while raising the level of public aware-
ness about skin disorders” (Milstein, 2014).
Dr. Hambrick’s importance to the ASA was also recog-
nized by Stephen I. Katz, director of the National Institute of 
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMS): “It 
was because of his extraordinary devotion to dermatology 
that George Hambrick was able to engage so many people 
to become a part of and to work so hard for the success of 
the American Skin Association.” Dr. Katz further amplifies 
an important role that George Hambrick played in fostering 
patient-oriented research in dermatology: “George’s enthusi-
asm for clinical medicine was complemented by his commit-
ment to the next generation of dermatologist-scientists in the 
clinical arena. Almost singlehandedly, George raised funds 
for the ASA to forge a partnership with the NIAMS to support 
dermatologists who were interested in developing careers in 
epidemiology, health services and outcomes research. There 
are currently four shining stars in dermatology who have 
benefitted from these partnerships. And, dermatology has 
certainly benefitted greatly from these investments” (Stephen 
I. Katz, personal communication).
George’s persistent efforts to advance and improve der-
matology and dermatologic care also fostered tremen-
dous loyalty in his patients and in his colleagues. Those 
of us who worked with George on the Medical Advisory 
Committee of the ASA or on its board of directors were 
frequently impressed with his commitment to help young 
clinicians and scientists and to promote careers in derma-
tology. Despite his successful attempts to portray himself as 
a legendary curmudgeon, George frequently reached out 
to help his patients and colleagues, as well as their friends 
and relatives, in a variety of situations in which he could be 
influential. George’s loyal patients, donors, and colleagues 
have been instrumental in making the ASA a success.
As summarized in the New York Times obituary, “After 
70 years of dedication to medical practice and education, 
Dr. Hambrick stands out as a champion of excellence in 
patient care, teaching, scholarship and advocacy for der-
matology whose career perfectly reflects the highest ideals 
of the medical profession” (Milstein, 2014).
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